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To whom it may concern,

Toastmaster’s has played an important part of my growth and rehabilitation in prison. Most
importantly it has taught me how to communicate and organize my ideas and thoughts effectively and
in a manner that is positive, quite the opposite of where | was before | joined toastmasters.

Being afforded the opportunity to participate in toastmasters has given me an outlet for my
stress and things that weigh heavy on my mind such as being away from my family. It has also taught me
how to be a leader which means being more objective and open to new ideas or others ideas.
Toastmasters has given me a confidence about myseif that | could have never imagined having.

The club atmosphere has also helped me to deal with the laneliness of prison, where | was once
unsociable and an introvert, a loner 5o to say. | am now friendly and outgoing and enjoy participating in
Eroup activities. My club, the Hilltop Toasters has instilled a sense of family and camaraderie in its
members; Because of this our club has flourished earning 24 educational awards this year so far, which
is a great feat for any toastmaster club Inside or out.

I cannot speak for other members of my club but | can say with certainty that toastmasters will
be a big part of my life once released from prisen; it has affected me that deeply. | would imagine that
the impact of toastmasters is similar for other participants who are similarly situated. | urge you to
cansider seriously allowing a toastmasters club to form within your walls.

Sincerely,

Marse Visnevac
President of the Hilltop Toasters



Dear Warden,

My name is Ramiro Rodriguez 1[I, IDOC #B-46602. Unfortunately, this is
not my first incarceration, but it most definitely has been life altering.
The Hilltop Toasters Toastmaster Club here in the East Moline Correctional
Center has been a major influence on how ['ve spent the last 42 months. |
helped build this club when it was re-chartered in February of 2011. Since
then | have been a part of the executive committe and | have held the office
of President, Vice President of Education, and Immediate Past President.

I have earned many awards throughout my membership as a toastmaster, the
most recent is the High Performance Leadership Award which took just over a
year. It resulted in a trophy for our club in a district wide competition
with over 90 clubs. My experience has been just as Toastmasters has promised.
I have learned about myself and that I may speak confidently in front of my
peers or in public. Toastmasters has helped me to prepare and organize
speeches, presentations, and evaluations. [ have gained the ability to
communicate effectively in impromptu situations along with listening intently
in those same sftuations. This has resulted in a higher self-esteem.

The opportunities to practice leadership skills have also taught me about
taking on responsibilities, a characteristic | now look forward to encountering
whereas before 1 would shy away. These experiences have also taught me about
what and when to delegate those responsibilities and to whom. A1l in a1, my
experience has been fulfilling and 1 have picked up a few "Good" habits along
the way.

Our volunteers have been especially supportive and they have providesmuch
needed quidance. They have also located Toastmasters clubs in areasfor inmates
when we are ready to be released, Misses Kristin Bruchmann has also been very
encouraging and motivating from the beginning. She believed in me and her
support ultimately made me believe in myself. |1 encourage you to strongly
consider adding a Toastmasters club to your 11st of programs. | feel it will
be & breath of fresh air to your inmate population. Thank you

Sincerely

Ramiro Rodeffuds 111 B-46602 VPE
Vit Phesioft & Ebucatien
WauTor T epnteas 189S
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